
Although we do not always recognize it, we are deeply affected by
our physical surroundings. The environment affects our
perceptions, thoughts, feelings & behavior. It affects us as
individuals & as a society. Conversely, humans shape our
environment in increasingly impactful and unprecedented ways.
We are altering the trajectory of the globe with climate change &
continued social injustices. But in all this socio-spatial precarity,
there is a "spaciousness of uncertainty" that makes room for us
to act and initiate positive change.

This class, taught by an environmental psychologist, examines a
range of people-place relationships and placemaking efforts
using the lens of the social sciences (psychology, geography,
anthropology and sociology) and the design disciplines
(landscape architecture, architecture and urban planning). Topics
include place attachments, relationships to nature, climate
justice & adaptation, urban change & displacement,
grassroots community development, the politics of public
space and design justice. 

Through lectures, in-class activities, writing reflections and
exercises, this course will help you to think more critically about
the physical world around you and the factors that contribute to
the human experience of place - on both an individual and
communal level. 
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Although we do not always recognize it, we are deeply affected by
our physical surroundings. The environment affects our
perceptions, thoughts, feelings & behavior. Conversely, humans
shape our environment in increasingly impactful and
unprecedented ways. We are altering the trajectory of the globe
with climate change & continued social injustices. But in all this
socio-spatial precarity, there is a "spaciousness of uncertainty"
that makes room for us to act and initiate positive change.

This class, taught by an environmental psychologist, examines a
range of people-place relationships and placemaking efforts
using the lens of the social sciences (psychology, geography,
anthropology and sociology) and the design disciplines
(landscape architecture, architecture and urban planning). 

Through discussions, exercises, readings, journaling, creative
activities and writing, this course will help you to think more
critically about the physical world around you and the factors that
contribute to the human experience of place - on both an
individual and communal level.

As a graduate level seminar, this course is focused on dialogic
learning and cultivating reflexive and equitable practice. 
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