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“We have been here, we are here, and we will always be here.” 
This is the powerful testimonial statement from the Coast Salish tribes that inspired the design of the new 

Mukilteo Multimodal Ferry Terminal. The project provides a central gathering point for transportation, 
recreation, and significant cultural expression. The location has historical importance, sited near 

where many Coast Salish tribes signed the Point Elliott Treaty in 1855. The design was coordinated 
with 11 Coast Salish tribes and building forms, materials, planting and art reflect the tribe’s 

values. Site design includes plant identification signs to provide interpretive information on 
ethnobotanic plants in the indigenous Lushootseed language. The project weaves many 

narratives together, to form a site design of connected networks of transportation and 
cultures. The design strives to provide an equitable, diverse, and inclusive site that 

recognizes the past, and honors the present and continued legacy of the Coast Salish 
Tribes in Puget Sound.  We acknowledge that justice may never be complete.
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