
OUT IN FRONT // LANDSCAPE LEADING

A common sense solution to addressing park access inequality

Tacoma Community Schoolyards

Tacoma Level of Park Need Project Impact
Community Schoolyard projects transform underused outdoor schoolyard 
space into vibrant public parks, full of trees, shade, and places to exercise, 

play, and enjoy the outdoors that stay open to neighbors after school and on 

weekends. Trust for Public Land in partnership with Metro Parks Tacoma, 

Tacoma Public Schools, and the Tacoma community, will renovate and open 
five Community Schoolyards in Tacoma’s South End by the end of 2024.

These projects will ensure that more than 25,000 people have access to a 
great park within a 10-minute walk.

Trust for Public Land works hand-in-hand with partners and communities to make the most of their schoolyards. 

The participatory design process invites the whole community to envision schoolyards that meets everyone’s needs.  

1218 3rd Ave, Suite 1700

Seattle, WA 98101

Project Team:

Site Workshop
Landscape Architecture

  

Mayfly Engineering
Civil Engineering

Community Schoolyard at Mann Elementary
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From the ParkServe® analysis. All populated areas
in a city that fall outside of a 10-minute walk service
area are assigned a level of park need, based on a
weighted calculation of three demographic
variables from the 2018 Forecast Census Block
Groups demographic data provided by Esri:

-Population density (weighted at 50%)
-Density of children age 19 and younger (weighted at 25%)
-Density of households with income less than 75% of the
regional median household income (weighted at 25%)
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variables from the 2018 Forecast Census Block
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From the ParkServe® analysis. All populated areas
in a city that fall outside of a 10-minute walk service
area are assigned a level of park need, based on a
weighted calculation of three demographic
variables from the 2018 Forecast Census Block
Groups demographic data provided by Esri:

-Population density (weighted at 50%)
-Density of children age 19 and younger (weighted at 25%)
-Density of households with income less than 75% of the
regional median household income (weighted at 25%)
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Tacoma Level of Park Need

Community Schoolyards Impact

Community Schoolyards are school playgrounds and athletic fields open to 
the community outside of school hours to be used as a public park. They 
are co-designed by the school and surrounding neighborhood to reflect what 
makes each community unique. Trust for Public Land is partnering with Metro 
Parks and Tacoma Public Schools to help bring a new green schoolyard to 
Whitman, Mann, Larchmont, Jennie Reed, and Helen B Stafford Elementary 
School.

Community Schoolyards son patios escolares abiertos a la comunidad que 
operan como parques publicos despues del horario escolar y durante los 
fines de semana. Estos patios estan co-disenados por la escuela y rodean el 
vecindario para reflejar las caracteristicas unicas de cada comunidad. Trust 
for Public Land esta asociandose con Metro Parks y Tacoma Public Schools 
para ayudar a traer un nuevo patio escolar a Whitman Elementary School

Connecting everyone to the outdoors

What are Community Schoolyards?
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weighted calculation of three demographic
variables from the 2018 Forecast Census Block
Groups demographic data provided by Esri:

-Population density (weighted at 50%)
-Density of children age 19 and younger (weighted at 25%)
-Density of households with income less than 75% of the
regional median household income (weighted at 25%)
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July 2, 2019. Copyright © The Trust for Public Land. The Trust for Public Land and The Trust for Public Land logo are federally registered marks of The Trust for Public Land.
Information on this map is provided for purposes of discussion and visualization only. www.tpl.org

UV18

UV410

UV16

UV509

UV167

UV7

UV161

UV163

UV512

UV99

§̈¦705

§̈¦5

Puget Sound

Chambers Bay

Wollochet Bay

Commencement
Bay

RUSTON
ARTONDALE

STEILACOOM

FIRCREST

FOX ISLAND

UNIVERSITY
PLACE

FIFE EDGEWOOD

WALLER

PACIFIC

MIDLAND

MILTON

PUYALLUP

FEDERAL WAY

TACOMA

Level of park need
TA C O M A ,  W A S H I N GT O N

SEATTLE

Tacoma boundary

Park with public access

10-minute walk service area
of park with public access

Zero population area

Level of park need*
Very high

High

Moderate

0 1 2
Miles ±

From the ParkServe® analysis. All populated areas
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weighted calculation of three demographic
variables from the 2018 Forecast Census Block
Groups demographic data provided by Esri:
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-Density of children age 19 and younger (weighted at 25%)
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From the ParkServe® analysis. All populated areas
in a city that fall outside of a 10-minute walk service
area are assigned a level of park need, based on a
weighted calculation of three demographic
variables from the 2018 Forecast Census Block
Groups demographic data provided by Esri:

-Population density (weighted at 50%)
-Density of children age 19 and younger (weighted at 25%)
-Density of households with income less than 75% of the
regional median household income (weighted at 25%)
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Tacoma Level of Park Need

Community Schoolyards Impact

Community Schoolyards are school playgrounds and athletic fields open to 
the community outside of school hours to be used as a public park. They 
are co-designed by the school and surrounding neighborhood to reflect what 
makes each community unique. Trust for Public Land is partnering with Metro 
Parks and Tacoma Public Schools to help bring a new green schoolyard to 
Whitman, Mann, Larchmont, Jennie Reed, and Helen B Stafford Elementary 
School.

Community Schoolyards son patios escolares abiertos a la comunidad que 
operan como parques publicos despues del horario escolar y durante los 
fines de semana. Estos patios estan co-disenados por la escuela y rodean el 
vecindario para reflejar las caracteristicas unicas de cada comunidad. Trust 
for Public Land esta asociandose con Metro Parks y Tacoma Public Schools 
para ayudar a traer un nuevo patio escolar a Whitman Elementary School

Connecting everyone to the outdoors

What are Community Schoolyards?
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in a city that fall outside of a 10-minute walk service
area are assigned a level of park need, based on a
weighted calculation of three demographic
variables from the 2018 Forecast Census Block
Groups demographic data provided by Esri:

-Population density (weighted at 50%)
-Density of children age 19 and younger (weighted at 25%)
-Density of households with income less than 75% of the
regional median household income (weighted at 25%)
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Groups demographic data provided by Esri:
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-Density of children age 19 and younger (weighted at 25%)
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-Density of children age 19 and younger (weighted at 25%)
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in a city that fall outside of a 10-minute walk service
area are assigned a level of park need, based on a
weighted calculation of three demographic
variables from the 2018 Forecast Census Block
Groups demographic data provided by Esri:
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-Density of children age 19 and younger (weighted at 25%)
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Tacoma Level of Park Need

Community Schoolyards Impact

Community Schoolyards are school playgrounds and athletic fields open to 
the community outside of school hours to be used as a public park. They 
are co-designed by the school and surrounding neighborhood to reflect what 
makes each community unique. Trust for Public Land is partnering with Metro 
Parks and Tacoma Public Schools to help bring a new green schoolyard to 
Whitman, Mann, Larchmont, Jennie Reed, and Helen B Stafford Elementary 
School.

Community Schoolyards son patios escolares abiertos a la comunidad que 
operan como parques publicos despues del horario escolar y durante los 
fines de semana. Estos patios estan co-disenados por la escuela y rodean el 
vecindario para reflejar las caracteristicas unicas de cada comunidad. Trust 
for Public Land esta asociandose con Metro Parks y Tacoma Public Schools 
para ayudar a traer un nuevo patio escolar a Whitman Elementary School

Connecting everyone to the outdoors

What are Community Schoolyards?

TM

Reed Elementary - Outreach and Engagement

More than 65,000 people, or 31% of residents, in Tacoma do not live within 
a 10-minute walk of a park. This is the largest park access gap of any of 

Washington’s major cities. Tacoma’s lack of park access is concentrated in its 

South End neighborhood where only 7% of residents have a park within walking 

distance. Lack of park access also coincides with environmental justice and 

health issues such as increased exposure to heat and particulate matter.   


