
Renton Parks, Recreation and Natural Areas Plan

Inclusive Engagement
How to go beyond translated meetings and surveys towards Inclusive Engagement?

City of Renton Parks and Recreation, MIG
Out in Front: Justice, Equity, Diversity, Inclusion

What 
Did We 
Learn?

Inclusive Engagement
• Diversity Programs cannot be one-time Initiatives
• Partner with Existing Trusted Leaders
• Meet People Where They Are
• Recognize that each Community Group has their 

own Needs and Priorities
• There is always more to be done in the process of 

community outreach and engagement

Priorities: Reinvest in Community Assets:
• Site Picnic and Play Areas 

Together
• Provide Playground Variety

• Upgrade and Build New Fields
• Improve Space for City-wide & 

Cultural Events

What is a Parks, Recreation and Natural Areas Plan?

Public Engagement Recruit, Train, Support
• Recruited five Community Conversation 

leaders from Task Force
• Each leader received training, support, 

materials and a small stipend
• Supporting materials (see handouts) 

were available in English, Spanish, and 
Vietnamese languages

• Conversation participants received 
vouchers for use at Renton Recreation 
Facilities

Vision and goals
Current and Future Needs and Community Preferences
Implementation and Investment Strategies

Approach for Projects and Funding of Parks, 
Recreation Facilities, and Natural Areas 
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Renton’s Inclusion Task Force (2023)
Network of community liaisons who represent 
their communities and connect members with 
City programs, services and planning efforts. 

Round 1 Conversations Round 2 Conversations
How do you use Parks/Nat Areas? Top Answers:
1. Children’s Play
2. Gathering - Family/Friends
3. Playing Sports
4. Relaxing
What’s important to you when you recreate? 
1. Coming together with family
2. Competing
3. Having Peaceful Time
4. Experiencing Arts & Culture
5. A Place to go with Kids

9 Community Conversations with 98 Participants

What are Events you Enjoy Most?:
1. City-Wide Events
2. Culture and Arts
3. Neigborhood Events
4. Community Events
Budget ($10) Allocation?
1. Improving Existing - $6 (average allocation)
2. New Parks - $5
3. Unique New Facility - $4
4. Close Trail Gaps - $3
5. Provide Natural Area Trails- $3

What’s your Big Idea? Wide variety! Both specific and system-wide

10 Community Conversations with 99 Participants


