
Coco A. Alarcón 

 

EDUCATION 

2019-Present University of Washington (UW), Ph.D., Global Health, Implementation Science 

2014-2016 University of Washington (UW),  Master of Landscape Architecture, Global Health Certificate 

2002-2007 Universidad Peruana de Ciencias Aplicadas, Bachelor of Architecture 
 

CURRENT POSITIONS 

2009-Present Traction Design (previously Informal Urban Communities Initiative, IUCI) 
Site Director, Peru, Lead Designer / Researcher 

2016-Present Centro de Investigaciones Tecnológicas Biomédicas y Medioambientales (CITBM) 
Program Director, Associate Researcher 

2016-Present InterAction Labs, University of Washington 
Program Co-Director 

 

PAST POSITIONS 

2009-2013 Independent Architect,  
Project manager and consultant 

2008-2009 R&T Arquitectos 
Project Manager 

2006-2007 JC Landscaping 
Project assistant, designer 

2005-2006 Eduardo Dextre Arquitectos 
Project assistant, designer 

 

ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

2019,2020 GH101:  Introduction to Global Health: Disparities, Determinants, Policies & Outcomes, ( Autumn 2019, 
Winter 2020, Spring 2020) 

2019 Urbanismo 6: Urbanismo Paisajista, Lecturer 
Universidad Científica del Perú, Iquitos, Loreto. 

2018, 2019,2020 Exploration Seminar, “Urban Development and Human and Ecological Health in the Amazon Rainforest,” 
Iquitos, Peru, LARC 702/GH571, Program Director, UW 

2017 Seminario “Introducción al Paisajismo”, Program Director, Lecturer 
Colegio de Arquitectos del Perú and Universidad Científica del Perú, Iquitos, Peru. 

2015, 2016 Design Implementation, LARC 433, Lecturer, TA, UW 

2011, 2012, 
2015, 2017 

Exploration Seminar, Lima, Peru, LARCH 495/ESRM 489- 2017 Program Co-director, Lecturer, UW 

 

SELECTED PROJECT AWARDS AND HONORS 

2016 American Society of Landscape Architects -Washington Chapter (WASLA)  Student Merit Award, J. Alarcon, P. 
Chen, Blue Urbanism 

2015 WASLA Student Merit Award, J. Alarcon, G. Morris, J. Saitelbach, Landscape Urbanism 

2014 American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) Honor Award in Community Service, “Gardens, Greenspace, 
and Health in Lomas de Zapallal,” with IUCI 

2014 Global Public Interest Design Award of Excellence, “Comunidad Ecologica Saludable”, with IUCI 

2014 SEED International Design Award of Excellence, “Comunidad Ecologica Saludable”, with IUCI 

2013 US Environmental Protection Agency, People Prosperity and Planet Competition, “SQ Water: Fog Collection in 
the Slums of Lima, Peru” with IUCI 
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2013 2nd Place, ACSE Sustainable Development Award, US Environmental Protection Agency, People Prosperity, 
and Planet Competition, “SQ Water: Fog Collection in the Slums of Lima, Peru” with IUCI 

2013 EPA P3 National Sustainable Design Exposition, “SQ Water: Fog Collection in the Slums of Lima, Peru” with 
IUCI 

2012 Environmental Design Research Association, Great Places Design Award, with IUCI, “Escuela Ecológica 
Saludable: Parque Primaria Pitagoras” 

 

SELECTED PERSONAL AWARDS AND HONORS 

2021 The Lancet Global Health-CUGH Best Student Poster Competition 

2017 WASLA Student Honor Award, Masters Thesis: Exploring Relationships Between Vector-Borne Diseases and 
Landscape Architecture 

2016 National Olmsted Scholar Finalist 2016, Landscape Architecture Foundation 

2016 ASLA Student Award, Award of Excellence Residential Design, American Society of Landscape Architecture 

2016 WASLA Student Merit Award, Independent Studio: Landscape Architecture as a Health Strategy 

2015 Jones and Jones, Endowed Fellowship in Landscape Architecture 

2015 Thomas Francis, Jr. Global Health Fellowship 

2010-2011 Fogarty Fellow, National Institutes of Health, “Healthy Ecological School,” Puente Piedra, Lima, Peru 
 

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS AND PAPERS 

2018 Alarcón JO, Alarcón JA, Andrews L. Epidemiología, arquitectura paisajista, «Una Salud» e innovación: 
experiencia en una comunidad amazónica. Rev. Peru Med Exp Salud Publica. 2018;35(4):667-74. 
doi:10.17843/rpmesp.2018.354.4109. 

2018 Korn Abigail, Bolton Susan, Spencer Ben, Alarcón Jorge A., Andrews Leann, Voss Joachim. “Physical and 
Mental Health Impacts of Household Gardens in an Urban Slum in Lima, Peru” International Journal of 
Environmental Research and Public Health. 15(8): 1751-1762. 2018 

2017 Martin Marlene, Sauer Theodor, Alarcon Jorge A, Vinoles Jose; Walter Eric C; Ton Thanh G; Zunt Joseph R. 
"Prevalence and impact of asthma among school-aged students in Lima, Peru," The International Journal of 
Tuberculosis and Lung Disease, 21 (11): 1201-1205. 2017 

2016 Theodor Sauer, MD MPH, Marlene Martin, MD, Jorge A. Alarcon, MS, Jorge O. Alarcon, MD MPH, Joseph 
Zunt, MD MPHT, 2016. “Prevalence of Vision Impairment in School Children of Puente Piedra, Peru.” Vision 
Pan-America, The Pan-American Journal of Ophthalmology, 15 (4): 115-121. 2016 

2016 Jorge A. Alarcon, “Exploring Relationships Between Vector-Borne Diseases and Landscape Architecture: Aedes 
aegypti, Aedes albopictus and Landscape Architecture, “2016 UW master thesis. 

2014 Ben Spencer, Susan Bolton, Jorge A. Alarcon. 2013. “The Informal Urban Communities Initiative” in Now 
Urbanism: The Future City is Here. Jeff Hou, Ben Spencer, Thaisa Way, and Ken Yocom editors. 

2014 Ben Spencer, Susan Bolton, and Jorge A. Alarcon. “The Informal Urban Communities Initiative: Community-
Driven Design in the Informal Urban Settlements of Lima, Peru.” International Journal for Service Learning in 
Engineering, 9(1): 92-107. 2014 

 

SELECTED PRESENTATIONS 

2021 Planetary Health, One Health, Environmental Health, Climate Change, and Pollution | Community-based 
Environmental Design Actions for One Health: The InterAction Labs program 

2021 Nature and Health, Lessons from Urban Indigenous Immigrants: Integrated Social & Ecological Dynamics of 
Informal Communities. Earth lab UW 
 

2020 International Symposium: Experiences of "One Health" in Peru and the world with the theme National 
Experience in "One Health": InterACTION Labs program 

2020 Nature and Health, Designing for Health in the Informal Amphibious Community, Iquitos. 

2019 “Environmental Interventions for social development,” Ministry of Social Development and Inclusion Peru 
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2018 “One Health experiences in Peru”, InterAction Labs projects, Colegio de Medicos del Peru (Peruvian Society of 
Medicine) and Revista Peruana de Medicina Experimental y Salud Pública. 

2018 “Landscape Architecture in Global Health: Case Studies with Informal Slum Communities” National 
Conferences, American Society of Landscape Architects, Philadelphia, Jorge A. Alarcon, Joseph Zunt, Leann 
Andrews, Ben Spencer, Brian Gerich 

2018 “Arquitectura Paisajista: Nuevas tendencias globales y experiencias locales”, Universidad Científica del Perú, 
Loreto Perú, Jorge A. Alarcon 

2018 Monitoreo de la diversidad biológica de la amazonia peruana, Instituto de Investigaciones de la Amazonia 
Peruana, Loreto Perú, Jorge A. Alarcon 

2017 Innovation in Design: Next Practices for  a Resilient Future, Land 8, Land 8x8 Series, “Beyond our Landscapes: 
Interdisciplinary Research and Design for Health,” Washington DC, Jorge A. Alarcon 

2017 “Partnership for Discovery in Global Health: 25 years of Peru-NIH Collaboration”, National Institutes of Health, 
“A New Paradigm of Landscape Architecture and Global Health: A Case Study in an Informal Floating 
Community in Iquitos Peru,” Lima, Peru, Jorge A. Alarcon, Leann Andrews 

2017 “Arquitectura paisajista para la renovación urbana, Experiencias en Iquitos, Perú”, Ciclo de conferencias 55 
Aniversario, Colegio de Arquitectos del Perú, región Loreto, Iquitos, Perú, J. Alarcon, L. Andrews 

2017 Semana Nacional del Agua, Universidad Nacional de la Amazonía Peruana, Diseño Ambiental e impacto en 
Agua, Iquitos, Perú J. Alarcon, L. Andrews 

2017 “City Now City Future: Lima,” Bisagra and Museum of London, “The Informal Urban Communities Initiative,” 
Lima, Peru,  J. Alarcon 

2016 Expo Agua Peru, Green Areas and Healthy Communities, Ministry of the Environment Peru, Lima, Peru, New 
Technologies for Gardens and Impact on Water. J. Alarcon, L. Andrews 

2016 American Society of Landscape Architecture, Annual Meeting and Expo, Student Awards. Gardens as a Health 
Strategy. J. Alarcon 

2016 Environmental Design and Research Association Annual Conference, Raleigh NC, Relationships Between 
Landscape Architecture + Mosquito-Borne Diseases. J. Alarcon, L. Andrews 

2014 Seattle Design Festival. “Role of Designers for Infrastructure Social Mobility” Seattle Washington, J. Alarcon 
 

SELECTED SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 

2018-Present Global Health Fellows, Northern Pacific Global Health Research Fellows Training Consortium, Fogarty 
program, National Institutes of Health, 2016-present, Mentor 

2018-Present Selected as a member of the International Federation of Landscape Architects (IFLA) Advisory Circle to the 
Executive Committee, 

2016 UW MLA Admissions Committee, Student Reviewer 

2015-Present Universidad Nacional de la Amazonía, Departamento de Educación de Extensión y Proyección Social, 
Environmental Volunteer,Lecturer, Mentor 

2015-2016 UW Landscape Architecture Journal, 2015-2016, Volunteer 

2014-2016 UW MLA Mentor Program, Mentor. 

2010-present Architects Without Borders-Seattle, member and On-Site Coordinator 

2014 Green Futures Lab Research Assistant, Biodiversity Green Wall Project, Volunteer 
 

SELECTED INVITED UW LECTURES 

Summer 2021 Introduction to Population Health, Summer health professions 
Education program 

Winter (W) 2020 Professional practice LARCH 473 

W 2015, W 2016 Essentials of Clinical Care and Capacity Building for LMICs GH 571, University of Washington 

W 2011, W 2012, 
W 2013, W 2014, 
W 2015, W 2016  

Design activism LARCH 503: Design Activism Studio, University of Washington 

 


